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DOUBLE DECKER by Steve Barber 
or 

Thoughts on a chapter in High Treason that goes by the 
title "Acoustics" and we use the quotation marks advise- 
edly . 

Introduction 



It's going to take a bit more than sarcasm printed in a 
book on the assassination of President Kennedy to convince 
me that the report by the National Academy of Sciences, 
NAS, is wrong about the Dallas Police Tape, DPT, record- 
ings made XI/ 22/ 63, and whether or not there are shot- 
sounds on the original Channel One Dictabelt used by the 
Dallas Police Department, DPD . 
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I . THE SHOTS REMAIN ? 



The authors. Bob Groden and Harry Livingstone, are claim- 
ing the "shots" are on the dictabelt no matter what — 
based on the assumption the dictabelt is a copy and not 
the original. And, that the crosstalk segments, which 
disprove there are shot-sounds on the dictabelt, are, 
and therefore were, superimposed. This says the "shots" 
are authentic and the crosstalk is not. 

What possible reasoning would there be of editing in 
portions of Channel 2 transmissions onto Channel 1 ? 

To insert, and then take something out of the dictabelt 
for no apparent reason is patently ridiculous. Did the 
people who supposedly performed this task have an insight 
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that the tapes would be made available and distributed to 
the public ? I find this doubtful; properties of the 
police department do not usually fall 'into the hands of 
the public. In fact — tapes made from the dictabelt 
were not made available by the Police Department, other 

than a copy provided to the National Archives — which 

* 

is now missing. 



I refer the reader to pages 30 and 31 of the NAS report. 
There the reader can see that the NAS panel did not 
overlook the possibility of superimposed recordings. 

They did investigate it. Here in brief is what the 
report states: 



The Committee studied seriously the possibility 
that the impulses analyzed by Bolt, Beranek and 
Newman, BB&N , and Weiss and Aschkenasy, W&A, were 
overlaid at a later time onto the "hold every- 
thing" message. Such over-recording could have 
occurred if the dictabelt on the recording head 
was knocked backward by about one minute, in the 
first minute after the assassination, or if a 
new dictabelt copy, made by audio-coupling while 
a Channel 2 recording was playing in the back- 
ground, was substituted for the original. The 
Committee concluded this was not the case on the 
basis of: 
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(T \ physical examination of the dictabelt for 
' indications of over-recording a aubstitu- 
tion of a copy for the original; 

( 11 ) the unlikely nature of any of the highly 
contrived scenarios required to provide 
such an undetectable over-recording either 
accidentally or deliberately; 

till) the compatibility of the timing implied by 
( the "hold everything" identification with 

other firmly established evidence, and 

(IV) the conclusive acoustic evidence in the 
( dictabelt itself that the crosstalk record- 

ings were made through a radio receiver 
- . 1 a. U m +-r\ma f 1 C* fl rl i COntrOl# AGC • 



These different forms of evidence are all compatable with 
the recordings being made at the same time, and some are 
incompatible with the hypothesis of later superimposed 
recordings by audio or direct electrical coupling. Limita 
tions of space dictate only the evidence of category 
(IV) will be reviewed here. 



The digital analysis of the sound spectrogram can be 
used to demonstrate that the Channel 2 imprint on the 
Channel 1 recording was already present at the Channel 
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1 receiver and was not added later in the recorder or 
as an over-recording. 

The by-radio nature of Channel 2 crosstalk is demonstrated 
by its detailed behaviour in the presence of Channel 1 

hetrodynes (beep- tones) when another Channel 1 transmitter 

* 

is keyed on with a more powerful carrier signal. The fre- 
quency offset between the two carriers gives rise to a 
hetrodyne tone in the Channel 1 recording. 

However, the Channel 1 receiver was fitted with AGC to 
hold the output level approximately constant; as a result 
the crosstalk signals decrease in intensity in a few ten's 
of milliseconds, as does any residual transmission from 
the original open microphone. At the end of the Channel 
1 hetrodyne, the AGC gradually increases the receiver 
again, and signals in the open microphone transmission 
increase in intensity in the recording. 

An excellent probing signal for the Channel 1 gain would 
be a Channel 2 steady tone acoustically coupled from the 
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field loud-speaker to the open microphone transmitter. 

This would come in at a constant level and the variation 
in the level on the Channel 1 recorder, should mimic the 
AGC action if the Channel 2 signals were present in this 
way . 

Inspection of the digital spectrograms (and digital tabu- 
lations of the data) show that numerous Channel 2 brief- 
tones have a constant level from beginning to end. A 
crucial demonstration is provided by the Channel 1 het- 
rodyne beginning at time 32.02 in one of the spectrograms. 
The underlying Channel 2 brieftone is substantially 
reduced in intensity at the beginning of the Channel 1 
hetrodyne and gradually grows back when the Channel 2 
brieftone results after the Channel 1 hetrodyne ceases. 
This behaviour is validated by similar Channel 2 brief- 
tones underlying Channel 1 hetrodyne signals in the "You 
want me to hold this traffic on Stemmons until we find 
out something ourselves" phrase and in a phrase "...I'll 
check all these motorcycle radios" that is also present 
on both channels. 
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For the reasons discussed above and in its formal report, 
the Committee on Ballistic Acoustics, unanimously con— 
eluded that the acoustical impulses attributed to gunshots 
on the DPT were recorded about one minute after the Presi- 
dent had been shot and the motorcade had been instructed 
to go to the hospital, and that reliable acoustical data 
do not support a conclusion that there was a "second gunman". 

Here we have it in writing: the NAS panelists studied the 

Superimposition Theory and proved it to be impossible. 

II. THE JUMPING NEEDLE THEORY 

G. Robert Blakey, HSCA Chief Counsel, has been quoted as 
saying that he feels the recording needle on the dictaphone 
which recorded Channel 1 somehow "jumped back" and re-re- 
corded over the already recorded gunshot-sounds, and that 
is how Sherriff Decker's voice overlaps the gunshot impulses. 

On page 81, Appendix D, the NAS report states: 
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. . .The tracks in the region of the "hold every- 
thing" expression were examined with particular 
care. The tracks were remarkably clear and par- 
fillsl and showed no indications of superimposed 
recordings. . . . 



According to my own investigation it seems impossible for 
the needle to have jumped back and re-recorded. My con- 
tact at the Dictaphone Company office in Mansfield, OH 
said, 

...a widening of the grooves would occur if 
someone caused the needle to jump back... it 
would take "quite a thump" for the needle 
to jump back a full minute-plus after the 
assassination. . . . 



NAS report further states, 

. . .The suggestion the dictabelt was jolted 
backward would've had to be knocked by just 
one minute of recording time. This... acci- 
dent would have to occur in a manner to 
leave no acoustical widener, and in addition, 
someone irresponsible would have had to copy 
the dictabelt, counterfeit the identification 
writing, substitute the new dictabelt with 
the old one, throw away the old one despite 
tne importance of the case.... 








, 1 
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I find it difficult to believe that anyone would go to 
that much trouble: inserting Channel 2 transmissions 





to cover up something that wasn't there. And as for 
the needle "jumping back" (how about jumping forward?) 



and re-recording over the same section of the Dictabelt 

that contains the "shot-sounds", I feel strongly this 

> 

theory is ridiculous and smacks of another attempt to 
keep the "shot-sounds" on the Dictabelt which recorded 

none . 

LI I. H. B, McLAIN , DPP MOTORCYCLE OFFICER 

High Treason maintains the photographic evidence proves 
n. B. McLain had the open microphone that recorded the 
i^sassination ' s ” shot-sounds " and the acoustical experts 
nl.ice the open mic 154 feet behind the presidential 
limousine. Allegedly McLain "admitted" he was about 
J ° * oet behind the President when he was killed. 

— — - Troason does not examine the photographic evidence 

’ hnt shows McLain was not 150 feet behind the limousine 
f -ho time of the head shot. 
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Tho following information is from A Rebuttal to the 
Acoustical Evidence / an unpublished manuscript by J. C. 

Bowles. 

McLain states that he was looking through the concrete 
pori-style bordering Houston Street when he saw Secret 
Service Agent Clint Hill running along behind the limou- 
ine, holding onto the hand rail on the trunk and then 
• umning onto the rear of the car. McLain was on Houston 
root not Elm when the last shot was fired. See next 
piqe: Fiqure 1. 



The Robert Hughes film shows McLain completing his turn 
off Main onto Houston as the presidential limousine was 
completing its turn off Houston onto Elm. That places 
him a good 200 feet behind the limousine about 10 seconds 
before the last shot was fired. 




- 


1 


1 
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umper, 4 1/2 seconds after the fatal head shot* 
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IK arc. Ve> ru> lo^ u\ -SToke* va<a , 

he-» vTcvuK- ouT. CCKA X-ei} 
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McLain further states that just after noticing Hill's 
action he received Chief Curry's order to go to Parkland 
Hospital , Code 3, (using red lights and siren). He said 



... I pulled up to Houston and Elm and turned 
left to go west on Elm... I accelerated to 
catch up with... the motorcade, turning right 
and onto Stemmons Freeway, north bound, I 
opened it up... I never left Houston Street 
until after the Chief said for us to go to 
the hospital and for someone to check the 
overpass. . .the agent (Hill) did not get 
onto the limousine until some seconds 
after the last shot... I saw that happen 
while I was still on Houston Street... 

So while I only heard one shot, I could 
not have been on Elm Street until after 
the shots had been fired.... 
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Here we have McLain in his own words stating where he 
was when the shooting took place. It seems obvious 
why McLain never heard the DPT open mic sequence before 
his HSCA testimony. After hearing it, he stated on 
Dallas TV news (I have a video) that he was not the 
open mic culprit. 

He said he turned his siren "on" after Chief Curry 
ordered him to Parkland. Many attempts have been made 
to say that because other officers near McLain had their 
sirens "on", he may have felt it was unecessary for him 
to do the same. OH? 

High Treason relies on the statement of retired DPD offi 
cer Earl V. Brown to fit the open-mic motorcycle engine' 
sounds to those on the dictabelt recording, the DPT. 
Brown told the Dallas Morning News that he saw the motor 
cade stop for about 30 seconds along the ramp leading 
onto the Stemmons Freeway. 
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On the DPT the motorcycle engine is running at a low 
speed during the "shot-sounds" and crosstalk. Then 
it accelerates, then decelerates, shifts gears, and 
accelerates again. For about 15 seconds it travels 
at a constant rate of speed, then decelerates once 
again and finally stops, it idles for about 20 seconds 
then accelerates again! Only to go through a series of 
accelerations and decelerations throughout the next 2 
minutes. By the time we first hear the sirens on the 
recording - some 2 minutes AFTER the supposed gunshot- 
sounds - the motorcycle is once again traveling slowly 
almost at an idle. 

That does not sound like an officer traveling with the 
motorcade. This is borne out by my discovery of two 

other talk sequences during this open-mic part of the 
DPT. 

The first is audible, an officer - or someone - saying 
"What ’ d they do?" or "Who'd they shoot". This occurs 
about 16 seconds after the erroneously named "carillon- 




bell sound. The second is completely unintelligible 
and occurs about 20 seconds after the "V-for-Victory " 

beep- tones. Could these possibly be officers conversing 
back and forth? 

H. B. McLain's actions do not coincide with the sounds 
recorded on the dictabelt; his eyewitnessing does coin- 
cide with actions known to be well after the final shot. 

H. B. McLain's mic was not the open mic which recorded 
the DPT. 

IV. OTHER ERRORS 

Hi gh Treason has the NAS taking three years to complete 
its report. The NAS scientists began about November 
of 1980 and their report was released May 14, 1982. 

18 months is scarcely 36. 

__ igh Treason flatly states that some of Channel 1 is 
missing, and because some of Channel 2 is on Channel 1 
"it (Channel 1) can't be the original''. 
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WHAT!? The Channel 2 that is on Channel 1 is what this 
is all about: CROSSTALK. It's a very common occurence. 

Let me show you other crosstalk I discovered which the 
NAS scientists missed. I sent it to them after their 
report was published. it occured 15 minutes before 
the assassination, at 12:16/17 on Channel 1. There is 
no motorcycle engine sound drowning out or making it 
difficult to hear the crosstalk from Channel 2. 



#72 

Dispatcher 

#72 



Check 3 the first will be (deleted) Pride 
colored male, 21 (deleted) Pride, he's a 
colored male, 23, and a deleted,' Pride? 
p R I-D-E, a colored male 24. 

Stand by . 
of those. 

All right. 



it’s not registered to any 



in the background, directly from Channel 2, at the same tim 
#72 is speaking, can be heard: 



#134 



For your information you have cars lined 
up on Stemmons on the shoulder on both 
sides from Commerce Street north to Oak 
Lawn, it look like 



(pause) 
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=1 : 131 turn on your red lights (Chief Curry 

to Motorcycle Officer B. J. Martin, 
riding left-outside flanker beside the 
Queen Mary, the Secret Service car behind 
the presidential limousine) . 

This is crosstalk, not an uncommon occurrence that after- 
noon. Strange, but the broadcasts coming from Channel 2 
(in the background) through an open mic on Channel 1, 
are actually much clearer and crisper than they are on 
the Channel 2 recording. This can only mean one thing: 
the original broadcasts are much clearer during the 
actual time the officer is speaking on Channel 2 than the 
recording by the Channel 2 equipment. 

Listening to a tape made directly from the original Channel 
Gray Audograph disk, of which I have a second generation 
copy, many of the transmissions are distorted and fuzzy. 

All of the crosstalk is very clear - clearer than it is 
on Channel 2 where it actually originated. 
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What this means is only the recordings „, ade that day , 22 
November 1963, are distorted. The actu.,1 transmissions 
were not distorted at the moment they w,. re ma de over the 
oolice radio. 



This is 100% proof of the crosstalk being authentic. Had 
it been edited in later front recordings channel 2 it 
would have been distorted and fuzzy. N( , crosstalk is . 

High Treason is, if you'll allow one a^-le, please. 

V. OTHER "EXPLANATIONS" 

There are those who say there are other ways in which 

Decker's voice could be overlapping the "shot-sounds" 
on the dictabelt. 

one such way: Decker may have been spe.,t in g in the back _ 

ground of Channel 1, while Chief Curry, riding in the 
same car, switched from Channel 2 to Ch..„„el 1 and caught 
Decker saying "...hold everything secur*-. 



II 
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Why would Curry switch to Channel 1? Furthermore the 
voice print of Channel l's "...hold everything secure..." 
is identical to the voice print of Channel 2's "...hold 
everything secure. . . " 

This kind of fingerprinting is irrefutable. Jim Bowles, 
now Dallas County Sheriff, insisting because he knew 
Decker for years, does not think it is Decker • s voice 
on Channel 1. That may well be but NAS proved whoever 
spoke the phrase on Channel 1 is heard on Channel 2 
also: Double Decker, but perhaps not to Bowles. 

Hi gh Treason has Dr. Barger of BB&N telling the authors 
on January 23, 1981, "i don't agree with them (NAS) and 
I'm sure lots of others won't either". NAS was hardly 
into its study at that time; it is up to Barger to pub- 
licly refute the NAS report. 

H igh Treason also suggests that some of Channel 1 was 
removed concerning a second gunman. 

This is ridiculous. if this were the case, then why 
didn't the "plotters" also remove Chief Curry's and 
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Sheriff Decker 1 s orders to "...go to the railroad 
yards..." and " . . .go up to that over-pass..." from 
the Channel 2 recording as well? 

If all evidence was "covered up" concerning a gunman in 

any location other than the TSBD, this would have been 

the first to go, in that it points to a location other 
than the TSBD. 

VI. CONCLUSIONS 

1) Both NAS and HSCA/BBSN/WiA are government sponsored, 
nothing is to be gained by insinuation. 

2) H. B. McLain'S mic was not the one responsible for 
the recording now known as the DPT. 

3) The dictabelt recording used in the NAS study was 
the original. 

4) ^ Crosstalk at the very time of the alleged "shot- 

sounds" is the clearest indication there are no 
such impulses on the DPT therefore there is no 
acoustical evidence of the assassination of the 
President in Dealey Plaza. 
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VII. POSTSCRIPT 

In j, C. Bowles's unpublished manuscripts. The Kennedy 
Assassination Tapes , several motorcycle officers state 
that a fellow police officer had mentioned to them that 
his microphone had stuck open and that he had said "some- 
thing he shouldn't have". The author refuses to name that 
officer, primarily on the grounds of ill health. 

There is no reason under the sun for any one in the best of 
health or not to be protected from the enjoyment of the 
truth. HSCA's acoustical analysis has been a fiasco from 
its inception. It has accomplished nothing but postpone- 
ment of the inevitable. If there is a way of eliminating 
this total waste of time, energy and money let's have it 
so we can get on with finding, not who fouled up HSCA, 

(most of us know that one) but who killed JFK. 
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Uoj-^'u' Ope*.- Mic "S^ukU Danis** TUjnTo T5BD 

FI pure 3 » mio. our first oholoe via the limousine' a lef- 

5 ° £» i def lankais* B° J*Mart in defter checking the laft-lnslde flanks. 

► 2967 we shifted to B V Hargis ...the tape sounds seeme- 

testimony, vl » ^ # especially the idling motor when he stopped and d„ 
^L^ZmSllSlT tf”r thl held shot ... in H /80 a new research*. 
i°N Barber (because he hears noises others do not his frienda call h_ 
r r on-Ears I sent us his well-detailed reeearoh of the tape, estonishl.,. 
St^SSl. E tto "open mio" ... he had taken our suggestion in Hr^ 
Shff^ asMouslT .!• Hargie was definitely our mu. 



numbers represent time in seconds for 



( 65 ) * eatimated position 

t 3& » "all right Chaney" 
k7) t HSCA' a last shot 



L57 i 
L58 « 
L67 l 



(247 

motoroyole passes open mio 262 
motorcycle pasaea open mio z&| 
Hargis mores out of the Plata Ho 5 



l80 « echo in Triple Underpass 
.87 » Hr gls stops, look around 



202 t 

I 
t 
I 
t 
t 



T 

35 h 



Hargis mores on again 
estimated position 
•atimatsd position 
•oho in Triple Uhderp*as 
first siren sounds 
Hargis stops at Houston 
Hargis arrives at TSHD 
open mio turns off 



appendix 
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the DPtape has prorlded all of us with much oar- 
obrsl exeroiee; Berber, Vsughsn, !feil fc I ohssed 
Hargis* oyols with its "open-mio I HSCA sprat a 
lot of money testing and Gary Ksok egad in its 
defense; Bob Groden’s best effort nerer oonyin* 
oed MoLain .... it is a relief to know that the 
tape oan bask in tt* same reflected glory socor- 
ded the perjured umbrella nan* a false bumbershoot 



